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. Statement of Significance

Certll‘ymg official has consrdared the significance of this property in relation to other properhes
- |:! nationally [[] statewide Elocafly .

Applicable National Register Criteria E]A (e X®c o

Criteria Consid;arations (Excepionsy [Ja [J8 [Jc [Jo [Je [r e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1860-1 918 1860
commerce i

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A . Zook, Abraham W.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Meets Criteria A & C

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Union Hotel, built in 1860 by Abraham W. and Mary J. Zoock,
ig significant under criterion "A" as an excellently preserved
example of a 19th century inn along a major early north-south
state constructed road, and as an example of the commercial
enterprise which grew up directly as a result of early state
actions to encourage transportation. It especially helps to
convey the history of travel in the middle of the 19th century
between the state capitol in Harrisburg, and Gettysburg and
points beyond the Maryland border. By the early 1800's, with
commercial, military, and travel necessities reguiring closer and
more reliable communications between Harrisburg and Frederick,
Maryland, and even Washington, D.C., to the south, a new road
was mandated, a road which gave birth to new villages .and towns,
and led directly to the -establishment of inns.and other travelers'
services. As the century moved into the railroad .era, .with no .
rail connections ever built along this route, this road and the
inns that served it took on increased significance to commerce.
Inns like the. Unicn Hotel, consequently, made vital links in the
commercial chain, often placed in villages every four: or five
miles along the new State Road, providing food and lodging for ..
overnlght guests and their animals, as well as more extended
accommodations for salesmen and "drummers" who came to do business
with the farmers and trades people in the wvicinity. Thus, like
all of the inns along this road, the Union Hotel was an important
aspect of 19th century local economy and commerce, and remained
such until 1918, when the coming of Prohibition: effectively
ended its heyday. ' This inn is also signifiﬁgﬂgnun eémgﬁégsrion
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"C" for its architecture as a little-altered example of a mid-19th
- century Georgian form modified by elements of other later forms,
and the requirements of commercial use. Among its most sig-
nificant features--all dating to its 1860 construction by
Abraham W. Zook--are an iron-railed platform or "widow's walk"
atop the roof, the very large third floor "public hall with a
room-width stage still in place and perfectly intact, the first
floor tavern room of large proportions, a 55'-10ng ornamental
porch or overhang at the second floor level with cast iron rail-
ing, and the exterior beer cellar entrance below ground level.
Among the non-Georgian features are the Italianate brackets

on the main exterior cornlce, and the Federal influences in

the main staircase with its light balusters and general lack

of ornamentation.

Historically the Union Hotel is significant for the role isg
played as a principal stopping place for travelers on the old
"State Road" linking Harrisburg with Marvland. Inns and hotels
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