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Shepherdstown Historic District

The 1858 map shows more houses in Shepherdstown than
appear today. What is more puzzling many of the houses that exist
today exactly where a dot is on the 1858 map are not that old.
Number 345 old Gettysburg Pike appears to have been built over
the foundation of an earlier structure. There may have been a serious
fire in Shepherdstown about the time of the Civil War which
destroyed many of its original log and 34 timber structures, which
were later rebuilt on the same site. A brief inventory of the houses
thought to predate 1858 is as follows. Note the numbers on the
map are the current street numbers.

Hilltop House. Built by the Zook family in 1860 as a
280 | hotel 65 wide by 30" deep. There are many of the original
features surviving including many type VII doors and a
ballroom and stage on the 31d fioor.

Frame Dwelling. A three bay house 26’ wide x 24’ deep
. having its original type VII doors with a boxed staircase

and white (soft) pine doars. This house was built ca 1850-60.
. Frame Dwelling. A three bay house measuring 30" wide x

2214' deep this house has some of its original type VII doors

and a boxed staircase.

Log Georgian Dwelling. This is one of the earliest and
finest houses in Shepherdstown. The front doorway is shown

n Plate 9. The house retains its original woodwork, type I11
(1st floor), type IV (2nd floor) doors and a nice simple open stairway.

Half Timber House. Built ca 1820 this house has been
@ completely modernized inside.

Brick Georgian House. Built in 1860. This is an exceptional
346 | Brick Georgian house for the period. The unusual window
cornices are shown in Plate 9.
>, Brick Veneered Frame Georgian House. Possibly rebuil:
from the bones of an carlier structure this house has a frame
skeleton that has been brick veneered ca 1870. 1t has type
VII doors.
Log Asymmetrical Three Bay House. Built ca 1820-30
this tradional German house has some type III and Type

VI doors.

Frame House. Completely modernized including front
entrance way.

Half Timber Georgian Five Bay House. Having rusti-
cated wooden siding this 5 bay house is built over the

basement of a smaller (4 bay?) German house. Two original
fireplace foundations from the 1st house may be seen in the base-
ment, but nothing survives upstairs suggesting the original structure,
The chimneys were completely destroyed.

Three Bay Half Timber House. Built ca 1820 this house
retains its original cooking fireplace in the basement along

side of which is a small double winder staircase. Original
type 1II doors and 9/6 window sash with 8” x 10" panes survive

on the East wall.
@ Five Bay Twin Family House. Built ca 1820-30 perhaps

as a single family house this interesting structure has back
to back staircases and two cooking fireplaces, both in the
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Door & Interior Trim: WINDOW MULLION DETAILS
Although the interior features are often the first to go in a / ;‘c:-;“'{
“modernization” operation, the inside trim & door design offer a X ra A
good clue to the age of a house. In many of the smaller houses of ° . L
U. A. Twp. only fragments of original interiors remain. We have
noted surviving door & trimn types in many of the structures inventoried /
here. “
From the date brackets given (the carliest & latest instances a feature
appears in U. A, Twp.) one may use this section as a do-it-yourself l } ""—7}"" —
house dater for almost every area in Cenrtral Pennsylvania. nu/\:.wws
The earliest doors & window sash were made of yellow pine and
are usually 3{ to 17 thick where as the later doors were often MDDER\\' gp.s\-t May Be
made of softer white pine and are usually 114" to 114" in thickness. DETINGIUHED  FRew  AnTiaoe
Native yellow pine was almost exhausted by 1840 and only used SASH  BY Compariic Tob
in the most expensive structures after that. PEOFILES OF THE sviLlions .
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